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Amendments to thtt riaimc 

Claims 1-3 (Cancelled) 

Claim 4 (Cuirently amended): The auger mixer according to claim [[3]]!^ wherein the 
first fixed and rotalmg seal members are made of rubber and the second fixed and rotating seal 
members are made of steel. 

Claim S (Cancelled) 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): The auger nux«r according to claim [[5]116 wherein the 
seafatg^tationarv and r otating contact s urfaces of the stationary seal and the rotating seal are 
comprised of steel. 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): The auger mixer according to claim 6 wherein the sddiag 
cgn^cLsur&ces of the stationary seal and the rotating seal are circular. 

Claims 8-9 (Cancelled) 

Claim 1 0 (Cunrendy amended): An auger mixer for mixing a concrete mix comprising: 
an elongated mixer housing having a first end and a second end, die mixer housing having a 
mixing chamber for mixing the concrete mix therem; 
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a inixing auger disposed in the mixing chamber and having an auger shaft, the auger shaft having 
a lotigitudinal shaft axis extending from the first end to the second end of the mixer 
housing; 

a power source connected to the mixing auger for rotating the mixing auger about the 

longitudinal shaft axis of the shaft; 
the mixer housing having a first end waU adjacent the first end of the housing; 
a bearing assembly mounting one end of the auger shaft to the first end waU of the housing for 

rotation relative to the first end wall about the shaft axis; 
a seal assembly preventing the concrete mix from exiting the mixing chamber and moving 

toward the bearing assembly; 
a steel plate attachmg the bearing assembly to the first end wall of the housing; 
a compressible plate between the steel plate and the first end wal l, the comnressihi« p T^^^ 1^;^^ 

separate from the se al assembly; and 
a securing member securing the steel plate and the compressible plate to ihe first end wall 

whereby the compressible plate pemiits flexing of the steel plate and the first end wall 

relative to one another so as to pemiit slight movement of the angular disposition of the 

shaft axis relative to the first end wall. 



Claim 1 1 (Original): The auger mixer according to claim 10 wherein the compressible plate 
comprises rubber. 

Claim 12 (Origmal): The auger mixer according to clahn 10 wherein the seal assembly 
comprises a stationary seal remaming stationary with the fii^t end waU and a rotating seal 
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rotating about the shaft axis, the stationary seal and the relating seal contacting one another to 
provide a seal preventing the concrete mix fiom exiting the mixing chamber. 

Claim 13 (Currently amended): A method for sealing a rotating auger shaft relative to a first 
end wall of a concrete auger mixer, the auger mixer having a mixing chamber holding the auger 
shaft and coatBining a concrete mix, the method comprising: 

placing a seal assembly between the first end wall and the rotating shaft, the seal assembly 

comprising a stationary seal having a circular sealing siirfap^ and a rotating sea l having a 
circular sealing surface : 

maintaining the stationary seal stationary with respect to the jSrst end wall; 

rotating the rotating seal about the rotating axis of the rotating auger shaft; 

fnctionally contacting the circular sealing surface th^ stationary seal with the circular sealing 
auifessof Hie rotating seal to provide a sealing engagement there between for preventing 
concrete mix ftom exiting the mixing chamber through the first end w^; 

bia^mg the circular swling surface of the stationary seal ta ^ d the circular ..eaKng surfaf>ft nf th^. 
rotatine seal: 

rotating the rotating seal bv rotating the aiioftr mixer while at t he same time ni i>tt.to?«i«,g ^]^^ 
atetionarY seal against rotational movement whe reby the circular sealing surface nf th^ 
rotating seal rotates relative to. and bears acfaii^^, tt, e circular sealing surface nf the 
stationarv seal . 

Claims 14-15 (CanceUed) 
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Claim 16 (New): An auger mixer for mixing a concrete mix comprising: 

an elongated mixer housing having a first end and a second end, the mixer housing having a 

mixing chamber for mixing the concrete mix Aerein; 
a mixing auger disposed in the mixing chamber and having an auger shaft, the auger shaft having 

a longitudinal shaft axis extending from the first end to the second end of the mixer 

housing; 

a power source connected to the mixing auger for rotating the mixing auger about the 

longitudinal shaft axis of the shaft; 
the mixer housing having a first end wall adjacent tiie first end of the housing; 
a bearing assembly mounting one end of the auger shaft to the first end wall of the housmg for 

rotation relative to the first end wall about the shaft axis; 
a seal assembly comprising a stationary seal remaining stationary relative to the first end waU and 

a rotating seal rotating in unison with the auger shaft when the auger shaft rotates about 

the auger shaft axis; 

the stationary seal mcluding a stationary contact surface and a resilient stationary member. 

the rotating seal including a rotatmg contact surface and a resilient rotating member; 

the resiUent stationary member and the resiUent rotating member each being deformed and 

biasmg the stationary seal and the rotating seal toward one another so that the stationary 
contact surface of the stationary member frictionally engages the rotating contact surface 
of the rotating member; 

the stationary contact surface and the rotatmg contact surface forming a seal there between durmg 
rotation of the rotating contact surfece relative to the stationary contact sui^ to prevent 

5 
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the concrete mix fiom exiting the mixing chamber and moving toward the bearing 
assembly. 

Claim 17(New); The auger mixer of claim 16 wherein the stationary and the rotating 
contact surfeces each comprise an outer edge of a cone shaped surfece, the cone shaped surfece 
of the stationary seal facing the cone shaped surfece of the rotating seal. 

Claim 1 8 (New): The auger mixer of claim 10 wherein the steel plate is in facing 
engagement with the compressible plate. 

Claim 19 (New); The method of claim 13 wherein the stationary seal includes a cone shaped 
surface and the circular sealing surfiace of the stationary seal is at the outer edge of the cone 
shaped surfece, the rotating seal having a cone shaped surface and the circular sealing surfece of 
the rotating seal being at the outer edge of the cone shaped surface; the method comprismg facing 
die cone shaped surface of the stationary seal toward the cone shaped surface of the rotating seal 
and engaging the circular sealing surface of the stationary seal with the circular sealing surface of 
the rotating seal. 
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